
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
To support the development of Emirati teen literature in Arabic, the Goethe-Institut Gulf Region 
organises a workshop for ten Emirati authors of teen novels with one of Germany’s best-known 
young adult novel authors, Kirsten Boie, from 26 March to 29 March 2012.  
 
For four days, participants will be given the opportunity to work with Kirsten Boie on their book 
projects, discuss problems and challenges of writing for teenagers and exchange ideas in a friendly 
and supportive environment. Meetings with publishers and the target audience as well as a public 
reading by Kirsten Boie at the Abu Dhabi International Book Fair will complete the workshop.  
 
The workshop will take place all day from Monday, 26 March till Thursday, 29 March 2012 in Abu 
Dhabi (venue location t.b.c.).  
 
Participation is free, but places are limited and priority will be given to those authors already 
working on a book project. Allocation of the places will be based on the submission of a short 
synopsis of the book project.  
 
Please note that the language of communication during the workshop is English.  
 
If you are a writer of teen novels with a teen book project that you like to discuss in the workshop, 
please sent an e-mail as well as a short synopsis of your work (not longer than 1-2 A4 pages, 
preferably in English, but Arabic is of course welcome as well) till 30 January 2012 to:  
 

Isabell Achterberg 
Project Coordinator 

Goethe-Institut Gulf Region 
Tel.: +971 2 6727920 
Fax.: +971 2 6727902 

Mobile: +971 55 9347742 
 

achterberg@abudhabi.goethe.org 
 

If you have any questions regarding the workshop, do not hesitate to contact the project 
coordinator Isabell Achterberg anytime by e-mail or phone.  
 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 
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About Kirsten Boie:  
 

Kirsten Boie is one of Germany’s best known children’s and teen novel authors. 
She has written more than 60 children’s books and teen novels, many of which 
have been translated to English, Chinese, Spanish, Turkish among other 
languages.  
 
Her novel “Alhambra” has been recently translated into 
Arabic. During her illustrious writing career, Kirsten Boie 
received all major German children’s literature prizes. She is a 
multiple Hans Christian Andersen Award nominee (IBBY) and 
has recently been awarded with the German order of merit.  
 
She is an experienced workshop instructor and has conducted 
seminars and given talks on children’s books and teen 
literature all over the world.  

 
 
 
Alhambra 
    

During a trip to the Alhambra in Spain with his schoolmates, boy Boston suddenly finds 
himself mysteriously transported back in time to the fateful year 1492.  A dangerous year – 
and quickly Boston becomes embroiled in the conflict between Muslims, Christians and 
Jews. He quickly arouses the suspicion of the terrible inquisition - his life is in danger. He 
has to find a way back to the future, but not before he has made sure that Columbus 
discovers America …  
 
 
 

 
 
Other Books by Kirsten Boie (English translations)  
 
The Princess Plot  
      

A movie about a princess is to be made.  
When auditions take place, Jenna is shocked to be chosen over her much more talented 
friends. Curiously, even her strict mother gives her permission for Jenna to fly off to begin 
filming in the small, romantic kingdom of Scandia. But soon Jenna discovers things aren’t 
what they seem. She’s the spitting image of the real Princess of Scandia – who’s 
mysteriously gone missing.  
An extraordinary coincidence, or is Jenna caught up in some sort of conspiracy? 
Lies, camera, action: and another sort of shooting begins …  
Introducing bestselling international author, Kirsten Boie, second only to Cornelia Funke in 

Germany. Boie has sold millions of children’s books in her native language, topping the bestseller charts. She 
is also a past winner of the prestigious German Youth Literature Award. (Chicken House Publishing) 


